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Synopsis

The American Heritage History of World War Il was first published in 1966. At the time, author and
Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist C.L. Sulzberger received widespread praise for his authoritative
account of the six-year war that involved more than fifty-six nations, resulted in the death of some
22 million people, and shaped the course of history. His work became a standard reference on the
war.Stephen E. Ambrose, one of the most highly regarded historians of our time, oversaw a major
revision of this classic work. Seamlessly incorporating new material and insights, Ambrose
produced a comprehensive and riveting account of the wara ™s key characters and events.In
planes and foxholes, in deserts and jungles, on ships and beaches, Ambrose shines a light on the
people involved - the leaders, the fighters, the victims. He also added new chapters on the atrocities
of the Holocaust and revelations about the secret war of espionage. Ambrosea ™s analysis also
offers insight into the events that precipitated the Cold War.This book captures the courage,
commitment, military genius, and horror of the war that gave birth to a new era in world politics. For
students, history buffs, and fascinated readers, The American Heritage History of World War Il is the

definitive single-volume work on the subject and will endure as a major narrative of world history.
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Customer Reviews

A Kindle & cebargaina « on Memorial Day. | would have been happy had | paid the full price. There
have been so many books about the second world war, and many by author Stephen Ambrose.
Most would argue that Ambrose has written many of the most well received and well known. This
book does its due diligence in that it doesna ™t really focus on one, or a few, certain aspects of the
particular conflict, itd ™s simply a somewhat condensed volume detailing just about everything
related to the tragedy.Due to the vast subject material here, this book could have been several
volumes, since it deals with the entire war, but Ambrose and co-author C.L. Sulzberger give the
reader just enough information to provide the uninformed enough details to understanding the
whoéa ™s, whena ™s, whered ™s and whya ™s.You could make the argument that this is a

a ceCliffs Notesa « type book, but itd ™s not necessarily a brief read, although there are many other
books that are definitely much more long and expanded. This would be a good book for a high
school student that might be curious.For someone such as myself who has read a large number of
accounts already, there was much in this book that | already knew. Such a compact piece really
cana ™t afford to go into too many deep revelations. What | found somewhat refreshing is the
treatment of the war outside of the battle and the combat zone. That might seem a bit of an
oxymoron, but there are, for example, a couple of chapters talking about what life was like & ceback
homea -. In America, for instance, there was definitely a sense of patriotism and pride, but also fear
and trepidation. Apart from the attack on Pearl Harbor (and Hawaii wasna ™t a U.S. state back

then, remember) there is virtually no conflict on the continent.
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